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UNION SOLIDARITY AT 

CHRISTMAS 

By Rick Galiano 
Labor Council President 

  
 The Northwest PA 
Area Labor Federation is 
assisting the members of 
Ironworkers Local 851 in 
Erie to settle a fair contract 
with their employer, Erie 
Strayer Company.  The 
members of Local 851 
have been on strike since 
October 4th.   

The Beaver-
Lawrence Central Labor 
Council has donated to 
the NWPA ALF’s Christ-
mas Project for Local 
851. We urge our mem-
bers, affiliates and friends 
to support the Christmas 
Project. The following 
NWPA ALF statement 
describes the Christmas 
Project and how you can 
help: 

“The NWPA ALF 
with the assistance and 
support of our affiliates 
and our friends is working 
to make Christmas a little 
brighter for the 30 mem-
bers of Ironworkers 851 
and their children. They 
are standing strong on 
the picket line at Erie 

Strayer, we can help! If we 
each just give a little we 
will accomplish a lot. We 
are hoping with your help 
to provide 3 gifts/gift cards 
per child a gift card for all 
the families to help with 
Christmas dinner.  

At the party, we will 
have drinks, cookies, can-
dy canes. And Santa will 
greet everyone. We will 
take pictures to give to the 
families. We will have filled 

stockings for every child 
that are made with Ameri-
can-made fabrics and 
were sewn by union mem-
bers. While listening to 
festive music we will have 
an opportunity to socialize 
and build more solidarity. 

 What? A Christ-
mas Party! When? Satur-
day, Dec. 18th From 10:00 
Am-Noon. Where? VFW 
Post 470 at 1808 W 26th 
St., Erie 16508. Who? The 
families of Ironworkers 
851 who are on strike. 
Why? These union fami-
lies have a need! Honored 
guest: SANTA!  

Gifts or gift cards 
for the children can be 
dropped off by December 
15th at the NWPA ALF 
office in Franklin; the 
IBEW 56 hall, 185 Penn-
briar Dr in Erie; AFSCME 
DC 85 hall, 1276 Liberty 
St in Franklin, or email 
nwpaalf@ gmail.com if 
special arrangements 
need to be made.  

To make sure the 
members realize who 

Continued on page 2 
Striking Ironworkers Local 851 
members on picket line.  
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 made this possible we will be in-
cluding a list of everyone donat-
ing, gifts, gift cards, supplies for 
the event, or funds at the event 
and in the tent at the picket line. 
Sponsors of the event are en-
couraged to have someone vol-
unteer. If you want to volunteer 
text 814-360-8336.” 

The NWPA ALF is also 
asking for assistance and sup-
port for Local 851’s Week of Ac-
tion during the week prior to their 
next negotiation session. The 
Week of Action begins on De-
cember 13th.  Please see the two 
attachments at the end of this 
issue of the Union Bug for a de-
scription of the Week of Action 

events and how you can partici-
pate. 

 
**In additional to support-

ing striking union members, an-
other way to strengthen the Un-
ion Movement is to support good 
jobs through consumer activ-
ism.  Please look at the list of 
Christmas presents attached to 
the end of this issue of the UN-
ION BUG.  These gifts are made 
by companies that treat their em-
ployees fairly with good pay and 
benefits.  Let’s support business-
es that support good jobs.  

 
**Nominations for election 

to the Executive Board were 
made at the November Labor 
Council Membership meeting. 
Please see the November issue 

of the UNION BUG for a list of 
those persons nominated.  

  The Executive Board 
election will be held at the Mem-
bership meeting on December 
20th. Our Labor Council bylaws 
allow nominations to be reo-
pened by a majority vote of dele-
gates prior to the time of the 
election.    
 Refreshments will be 
served at the December meeting 
if the Covid-19 situation at the 
time of the meeting permits. 

 

**On behalf of the Execu-
tive Board and the members of 
the Labor Council, I would like to 
wish all of you and your families 
Happy Holidays and a safe, 
healthy and prosperous New 
Year. 

UNION SOLIDARITY AT CHRISTMAS 

Continued from page 1 
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By Mark Benkart 
Labor Council Community 

Services Chairperson 
 
** The Beaver-Lawrence 
Central Labor Council lost a ded-
icated member recently. His 
name is Alex de la Cruz. Most 
current members of the Labor 
Council did not know Alex and 
the contributions that he made to 
the Labor Council and our com-
munity and country.  

Alex was a quiet guy, but 
his actions were huge. He was a 
retired member of the United 
Steelworkers Local 1212 who 
had been employed by Crucible 
Steel in Midland.  

When I began serving as 
a Labor Council delegate and 
was given the job as the Com-
munity Services Chairperson, 
one of my duties was to help set 
up for the for the Labor Council’s 
annual craft show. Joe Spanik, 
who was the Labor Liaison for 
the Beaver County United Way, 
introduced me to Alex. The two 
of us were going to set up the 
signs for the craft show, which at 
the time was located at the Bea-
ver County Community College 
Dome. 

 Setting up the signs was 
not an easy task back then be-
cause the signs were 4x4 ply-
wood, mounted on a 2x4 skids, 
with sandbags holding them in 
place. We set up approximately 
15 signs around Beaver County, 
and course, after the show, we 
dissembled them.  

Throughout the years 
Alex was always there to help 
setting up signs and pitch in 
whenever the Community Ser-

vices Committee and Labor 
Council needed help.  
     Alex was also a volunteer 
for the American Red Cross. 
He worked at many disasters 
caused by hurricanes, torna-
dos, and floods. Alex was al-
ways someone that you could 
count on and will be missed. 
 
**     At the present time, there 
are many Unions striking 
across the country. They are 
fed up with corporate 
greed and corporations 

that do not share their suc-
cess with the very people 
who are responsible for 
their profits. One strike is of 
particular concern – that of 
1400 workers at four Kel-
logg Corporation plants, 
including one plant in 
Pennsylvania located in 
Lancaster.  

The workers are 
represented by the Bakery, 
Confectionary, Tobacco 
Workers and Grain Millers 
International Union 
(BCTGM) Local 374G. 
They walked out on Octo-
ber 5th.  

A tentative agree-
ment with a 3% wage in-
crease with incentive to 

earn more was overwhelming 
rejected by the rank and file in a 
vote held on December 5th. The 
main complaint centered around 
a two-tier wage system. Kellogg 
then announced that it will hire 
permanent replacement workers 
(scabs). 

 Let us support the mem-
bers of Local 374 G.  Please tell 
all your friends and fellow work-
ers to not buy Kellogg’s products. 
Also please contact Local 374 G 
in Lancaster for how you can 
contribute to its strike fund or 
RSVP a visit to its striking mem-
bers. Solidarity letters can be 
sent to 
fsbctgm@BCTGM374G.comcast
biz.net. 
 

**     On a positive note, a Star-
bucks in the Buffalo area voted 
to form a Union. They are the 
first of 9,000 locations to be un-
ionized. 

Community Services Report 

Alex de la Cruz grilling at the Labor Council’s annual 
picnic meeting on June 19, 2017.  The picnic was held 
at Brady’s Run Park.  

BCTGM Local 374 G rally. 
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Calendar of Events 
 

 
12/13-16 Ironworkers Local 851 Week of Action.  See Page 1  
 article above and two attachments at the end of this issue  

 of the UNION BUG for additional details. 
 

12/18  NWPA ALF Christmas Party for Ironworkers Local 851.   

 See Page 1 article above for additional details. 
 

12/20  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings.  Executive Board – 6:00 PM;  
 Membership – 7:30 PM. IBEW Local 712 Edwin D. Hill  
 Complex, Vanport.  Election of 2022-2023 Executive Board 
 will be held. 
 

12/25  Christmas. Holiday greetings to all from the Labor Council. 
 

01/17 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday 
 

01/17  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings. Executive Board – 6:00 PM;  
 Membership – 7:30 PM. IBEW Local 712 Edwin D. Hill  
 Complex, Vanport.  

 

We’re on the Web: 
pa.aflcio.org/349 

Calendar of Events submissions must be emailed to  
Jody Kohser, Calendar of Events Coordinator, at 

jkohser@verizon.net, by 6:00 p.m. on January 10th  
to be considered for publication in the  

January 2022 Issue of the UNION BUG. 

mailto:jkohser@verizon.net









