
By Kenneth Quinnell 
 

Reprinted from the Febru-
ary 14th issue of the  
Pa. AFL-CIO’s “The 
Workers’ Week in Penn-
sylvania” 
 
[Editor’s Note:  The Pro-
tecting the Right to Or-
ganize (PRO) Act was 
passed by the U.S. House 
of Representatives on 
February 4, 2020 by a 
vote of 224-194 but was 
not considered by the Re-
publican controlled Sen-
ate during the remainder 
of the year. The bill was 
reintroduced for consider-
ation by the House on 
February 4th. The Labor 
Movement is hopeful the 
bill will become law this 
year because of the 
change in the office of the 
president and composi-
tion of the Senate result-
ing from the 2020 general 
election.] 
 “Today working 
people are one step 
closed to freely exercising 
our most fundamental 
rights on the job,” said 
AFL-CIO President Rich-

ard Trumka (UMWA). 
“The PRO Act will 
strengthen workers’ ability 
to come together and de-
mand a fair share of the 
wealth we create – boost-
ing wages, securing bet-
ter health care and root-
ing out discrimination.” 
 Trumka continued: 
“The past year has laid 
bare the enormous injus-
tices facing millions of 
America’s working people 
who keep our country 
afloat. We cannot allow 
those systemic failures to 
persist for another mo-
ment. Working people 
turned out to vote in rec-
ord numbers because we 
urgently need structural 
change. 
 We will make our 
case in every state and 
every congressional dis-
trict to elected leaders 
across the political spec-
trum. But make no mis-
take, this is a test for 
Democrats. After decades 
of disappointment, it’s 
time for the party of FDR 
to finish what he started.  
If you stand on the side of 
America’s workers, you 

won’t just vote for the 
PRO Act - you’ll sponsor 
it, you’ll whip for it and 
you won’t rest until its 
signed into law.” 
 Advocates for 
working people across the 
country also called for the 
passage of the Protecting 
the Right to Organize 
(PRO) Act. Here are their 
statements: [ Editor’s 
Note: 29 state AFL-CIO 
state federation state-
ments follow. The state-
ment of the Pa. AFL-CIO 
is printed below.] 
 
Pennsylvania AFL-CIO 
President Rick Blooming-
dale (AFSCME) and Sec-
retary-Treasurer Frank 
Snyder (USW): 
“Pennsylvania workers 
are about to see a new 
day for their rights on the 
job. The multi-billion-
dollar union-busting in-
dustry will do everything it 
can to continue to deprive 
and attack workers’ rights.  
But the power of working 
people will seize this mo-
ment, and their voices will 
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be heard. We commend our Commonwealth’s bi-
partisan delegation of PRO Act co-sponsors for 
their commitment to all working people. We urge 
the rest of our representative to sign on and sup-
port this step toward economic justice,” remarked 
President Rick Bloomindale.  
 ”So-called ‘right to work’ laws are the last 
actual vestige of Jim Crow legislation.  Designed 
by an architect of hatred, these laws aimed to 
keep black workers out of unions in the South. It 
worked so well in depriving all working people of 
their rights on the job that corporations and anti-
union interests exported this legislation to every 
state they could to destroy workers’ rights across 
the Country. The PRO Act will finally remove this 
discriminatory attack on economic rights in Ameri-
ca. This is an historic act in the fight to dismantle 
systemic discrimination and racism”, stated Sec-
retary-Treasurer Frank Snyder. 
 
 

 

Continued from page 1 

SOLIDARITY CALENDAR 
 

* The strikes of UAW Local 1311 at 
Langeloth Metallurgical Company in Langeloth 
(near Burgettstown, Washington County) and 
016-03 at the NLMK Pennsylvania plant in Farrell 
continue. Local 1311 has been on strike since 
September 9, 2019 and Local 1016-03 since Au-
gust 22nd.  
* AFT Pennsylvania has released a web-
form for educators, staff, students, parents and 
community members to report non-compliance 
with the Pennsylvania Secretary of Health’s No-
vember 24, 2020 Order Directing Public School 
Entities in Counties with Substantial Community 
Transmission to Attest to Health and Safety Pro-
tocols.  For more information or to report non-
compliance, visit http://pa.aft.org/report-non-
comply. 
* The American Postal Workers Union is 
collecting signatures on a petition addressed to 
President Biden and the U.S. Senate. The peti-
tion requests that the four vacancies of the Post-
al Board of Governors be filled with diverse and 
community-based members who are fully com-
mitted to vibrant, public and universal postal ser-
vices. More than 200,000 signatures have been 
collected so far.  Please visit the APWU website 
if you wish to add your name to the petition.   

http://pa.aft.org/report-non-comply
http://pa.aft.org/report-non-comply
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By Rick Galiano 
Labor Council President 

 
* The Labor Council’s Jan-
uary Executive Board and Mem-
bership meeting wee canceled 
because of the continuing pan-
demic.  We are hoping to con-
duct a January Executive Board 
meeting via Zoom.  Executive 
Board members will be notified 
by email if we are able to arrange 
the meeting. 
* The Brennan Center for 
Justice has reported that Penn-
sylvania leads the nation in pro-
posed voter suppression legisla-
tion in 2021 with 14 restrictive 
policy proposals.  Our Labor 
Council was in the forefront of 
the fight in 2012 to defeat the 
Voter ID Law that was signed by 
then Governor Corbett on March 
12, 2012.  Our members contact-
ed several of our local legisla-
tors. We met with Senator Elder 
Vogel and walked an informa-
tional picket line in front of his 
office.  We travelled by bus to the 
rally urging the General Assem-
bly to vote against the bills pro-
posing the law.  The rally was 
held on the steps of the state 
capital building in Harrisburg and 

featured Rev. 
William Barber, 
who would be 
the keynote 
speaker at our 
2014 Human 
Rights Dinner.  
We continued 
to oppose the 
law after it 
was enacted 
and until it 
was perma-
nently blocked 
by the Penn-
sylvania Com-
monwealth 
Court in 2014.  
The state’s 
attorneys stip-
ulated in the 
proceedings 
that they had 
no evidence of 
even a single 
cased of voter 
fraud in Penn-
sylvania.  It is 
my hope that 

our Labor Council will again take 

a leading role in defending the 
right to vote, and specifically to 
defend Act 77 of 2019, the bipar-
tisan compromise legislation that 

made Pennsylvania a national 
leader in voter-friendly election 
reforms. 

President’s Report 
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PRIMARY ELECTION 
INFORMATION 

 

[Editor’s Note:  The UNION BUG will announce of 
union member or union endorsed candidacies for 
primary election nominations that are submitted 
to the UNION BUG for publication.] 
 
*  USW District 10 has endorsed Lieutenant 
Governor John Fetterman’s candidacy for the 
Democratic nomination for the U.S. Senate seat 
that will be vacated at the end of December, 

2022, by the retirement of Senator Pat Toomey. 
 

* AFSCME Local 972 member Donna 
DeRose, a registered Democrat, is a candidate 
for the Democratic and Republican nominations 
for the vacant District Justice position in Beaver 
County Magisterial District 36-2-02. The district 
includes Beaver, Brighton Township, Vanport, 
Industry, Glasgow, Midland and Ohioville. Donna 
resides in Beaver and has been employed for 23 
years as an auditor with the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Auditor General.  
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Calendar of Events 
 
 

02/15  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and membership meetings. Please check with Executive  
 Board for status of the meetings.  
 
02/16  First day to circulate and file Pa. municipal primary  
 nomination petitions. 
 
02/24 NAACP food distribution; Holy Family Church Rectory,  
 1851 Third Ave., New Brighton; 12:00 - 2:00 pm; See flyer 
 attached to the end of this issue of the UNION BUG. 
 
02/28  Last day to file Pennsylvania AFL-CIO scholarship  
 applications. See application attached to the end of this  
 issue of the UNION BUG. 
 
03/09  Last day to circulate and file Pa. municipal primary  
 nomination petitions. 
 
03/15  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings. Please check with Executive  
 Board members or read March UNION BUG Calendar of  
 Events for status of meetings. 
 
03/31  1

st
 quarter NWPA ALF meeting. Check with NWPA ALF  

 for status of meeting. 
  
05/07  Last day to file NWPA ALF scholarship applications. See  
 application attached to the end of this issue of the  
 UNION BUG. 
 
05/21  Last day to file Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council  
 scholarship applications. See application attached to the  
 end of this issue of the UNION BUG.     
 

 

We’re on the Web: 
pa.aflcio.org/349 

Calendar of Events submissions must be emailed to  
Jody Kohser, Calendar of Events Coordinator, at 
jkohser@verizon.net, by 6:00 p.m. on March 8th  

to be considered for publication in the  
March 2021 Issue of the UNION BUG. 

mailto:jkohser@verizon.net















