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State And National AFL-CIO Officers 
Mark First Anniversary Of January 6

th
 

Insurrection With Calls To Defend 
Right To Vote  

By Rick Galiano  
Labor Council President 

 
On January 8th of 

this year the national AFL-
CIO’s General Board 
called on Donald Trump to 
resign or be removed from 
office as a result of the 
events that occurred at 
the Capitol Building 
two days earlier.  On 
January 11th, the Bea-
ver Lawrence Central 
Labor Council Execu-
tive Board called upon 
its delegates, affiliated 
unions and their mem-
bers and all elected offi-
cials representing the citi-
zens of Beaver and Law-
rence Counties to support 
the General Board’s call.   

One year later, 
Pennsylvania AFL-CIO 
President Rick Blooming-
dale and Secretary-
Treasurer Frank Snyder 
marked the January 6th 
insurrection by a state-
ment appearing in the Jan-
uary 7th issue of the Work-
ers’ Week in PA: 

“On January 6, this 

country was betrayed by a 
mob of political extremists 
and rogue lawmakers who 
aided an insurrection to 
overturn a free and fair 
election. But they failed 
and our democracy pre-
vailed. In 2020, Americans 

turned out to vote and 
make their voices heard in 
record numbers. In this 
democracy, voters decide 
our elections. However, 
right-wing extremism has 
continued its attempt to 
take away our right to 
vote, laying the ground-
work to sabotage future 
elections. Now is the time 
for us to come together 
and act to protect our de-
mocracy. Congress must 
vote to pass the Freedom 
to Vote Act and the John 

Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act.” 

National AFL-CIO 
President Liz Schuler 
marked the January 6th 
insurrection by issuing a 
statement via AFL-CIO 
email update that read in 

part: 
“On January 6, an 

angry mob attacked the 
U.S. Capitol and our de-
mocracy. They wanted 
to go back to the days of 
segregation, voter sup-
pression and violence 
against communities of 
color. Sign the pledge 

saying you will protect vot-
ing rights and fight extrem-
ism. [Editor’s Note:  Go to 
peoplepower@aflcio.org to 
sign the pledge.]  

Working people are 
not willing to cede Ameri-
can democracy to insur-
rectionists who try to 
overturn the will of the 
people. 

We will not sit back 
as the enemies of democ-
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“Working people are 
not willing to cede 
American democracy 
to insurrectionists who 
try to overturn the 
will of the people.” 
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racy pass voter suppression bills in 19 states 
since the 2020 election, targeting Black voters 
and other communities of color. 

And we will not be quiet as we watch cor-
porations break the law to bust democratically 
elected unions, where workers voted for stronger 
protections and racial equity in the workplace. 

So in 2022, we’re pledging to advance de-
mocracy everywhere: in the workplace and at the 
ballot box.” 

The key to advancing democracy in 2022 
is sidelining the filibuster rule in the U.S. Senate. 
The AFL-CIO and many of its affiliates are con-
ducting a campaign to urge all Senators to limit 
the filibuster rule as to voting rights bills, including 
the Freedom to Vote Act and the John Lewis Vot-
ing Rights Advancement Act.   

An email statement issued by IATSE on 
January 13th, for example, states: 

“It shouldn’t be this hard to pass laws that 

help people. It should take a simple 50-vote ma-
jority, but an outdated procedure in the U.S. Sen-
ate called the filibuster is stopping us. 

Next week, on the anniversary of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr’s birthday, the Senate has the 
opportunity to secure the right to vote by passing 
the Freedom to Vote Act and the John Lewis Vot-
ing Rights Advancement Act. 

The choice is clear:  Sideline the filibus-
ter, not the hopes, aspirations and representation 
of America’s people.” 

Our Labor Council has for many years 
been in the forefront of the fight to defend and ex-

pand voting rights. As Labor Council President, I 
urge our Labor Council to continue fighting to pro-
tect this right. Please call Senators Casey and 

Toomey and urge them to limit the filibuster. The 
improvements in wages and working conditions 
that our Labor Movement has won for workers 

cannot be maintained when the freedom to vote is 
restricted. 

Continued from page 1 
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By Rick Galiano 

Labor Council President 
 

* The Executive Board 

election scheduled for the De-
cember Labor Council Member-
ship meeting was postponed due 

to the absence of a quorum. The 
election will be held at our Janu-
ary membership meeting.  Our 

Labor Council bylaws require 
that the postponed election be 

held at the first succeeding regu-
lar meeting.   

 

* The 2022 Labor Council 

calendars are now available.  
Calendars will be distributed at 

the January Labor Council meet-
ing.   

 

* I am wishing everyone a 

happy New Year under the cur-
rent trying circumstances. 

President’s Report 

Labor Council President Rick Galiano and Sec-
retary-Treasurer Mel Ice listen as Joe Spanik, 
former Beaver County Labor Council Executive 
Board member and retired LIUNA Local 833 
member, addresses the December Labor Coun-
cil meeting. Spanik reported on the next Building 
Trades Apprenticeship Readiness Program. The 
Program is designed to prepare interested young 
people and transitioning adults to enter and 
succeed in registered Building Trades appren-
ticeship programs. The next local Apprenticeship 
Readiness Program begins on January 
24th. Please see the flyer and application at-
tached to the end of this issue of the UNION 
BUG for additional information.  

 

2022 PENNSYLVANIA ELECTIONS 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

First day to circulate and file nomination petitions …….....February 15 

 

Last day to circulate and file nomination petitions ............March 8  

 

First day to circulate and file nomination papers...............March 9  

 

Last day for withdrawal by candidates who filed  

 nomination petitions...............................................March 23 

 

Last day to REGISTER before the primary........................May 2 

 

Last day to apply for a mail-in or civilian absentee ballot...May 10 

 

Last day for County Board of Elections to receive voted  

 mail-in and civilian absentee ballots (8:00 P.M.) ...May 17 

 

GENERAL PRIMARY ........................................................May 17  

Terri Mitko, Beaver County Democratic Party 
Chairperson, addressing the December 
Labor Council meeting.  Her remarks fo-
cused on the May 2022 primary election.   
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BEAVER/LAWRENCE 

CENTRAL LABOR 

COUNCIL 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
 

01/17  Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board 
 and Membership meetings. Executive Board – 6:00 PM;  
 Membership – 7:30 PM. IBEW Local 712 Edwin D. Hill  
 Complex, Vanport.   
 
01/17  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday. See attached flyer for  
 information on commemoration hosted by the Midland  
 Women’s Civic Club and presented by Lincoln Learning  
 Solutions. Pittsburgh Steeler Najee Harris will be a special  
 guest. The event will be streamed live as a virtual event. 
 
01/24-03/17 Building Trades Apprenticeship Readiness Program  
 (designed to prepare interested young people and  
 transitioning adults to enter and succeed in registered  
 Building Trades apprenticeship programs). See flyer and  
 registration form attached to the end of this issue of the  
 UNION BUG.  
 
02/21 Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board  
 and Membership meetings.  Executive Board – 6:00 PM;  
 Membership – 7:30 PM.  IBEW Local 712 Edwin D. Hill  
 Complex, Vanport. 
 
02/28  Pennsylvania AFL-CIO 2022 Scholarship Essay Deadline.  
 See flyer and application form attached to the end of this  
 issue of the UNION BUG. 

 

We’re on the Web: 
pa.aflcio.org/349 

Calendar of Events submissions must be emailed to  
Jody Kohser, Calendar of Events Coordinator, at 

jkohser@verizon.net, by 6:00 p.m. on January 10th  
to be considered for publication in the  

January 2022 Issue of the UNION BUG. 

mailto:jkohser@verizon.net











