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2018 Midterm Election Will Be A Key To
Determining Effect Of Janus Decision

by Michael Cicconi
Legislative Chair, IAMAW
Local 1976

Do all working
people need to take
heed of the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s Janus v.
AFSCME Council 31
decision on June 27™
forbidding public sector
unions from requiring
non-members to pay
fair share fees? In a
word, yes.

Some of us who
are not public sector
employees and who do
not belong to a public
sector union may be
wondering why. Well, as
the saying goes, “An
injury to one is an injury
to all.” It is widely be-
lieved that this decision
delivered a hard blow to
one sector of organized
labor, but ultimately the
decision will weaken the
Labor Movement as a
whole.

The Janus case
was the third case in
five years brought be-
fore the Supreme Court
to challenge the validity
of fair share fees by

overturning Abood v.
Detroit Board of Ed. By
unanimous decision 40
years ago, Abood found
that workers who re-
ceive the representation
and benefits of a union
contract should have to
pay dues equal to the
administrative costs of
that contract. That
seems fair, so why
change it?

Essentially, Ja-
nus is the equivalent of
making the public sector
right-to-work (RTW).
Given what we know
about RTW — lower
wages, fewer benefits
and more dangerous
workplaces — this can-
not be good for the 20.2
million U.S. workers em-
ployed in the public sec-
tor. As employment
practices and standards
spill over into the private
sector, it will negatively
impact the rest
of us, as well.

If you
google the larg-
est unions in the
U.S., the top
three are NEA,
SEIU and AF-

SCME. These are all
public sector unions.
Clearly they aimed for
the largest target and
scored a hit. But who
are “they?” Would it sur-
prise you to know that
the people who fi-
nanced Janus and the
other law suits negative-
ly impacting workers’
rights are among the
wealthiest in the coun-
try? Through various
foundations, people like
the Koch brothers and
the Walton family paid
the legal fees. The Scai-
fe Family Foundations,
headquartered in Pitts-
burgh, were large con-
tributors as well. The
common thread: they
are all linked to big busi-
ness.

In 1945, when
union density was at
33.4%, the wealthiest
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Community Services Report

By Mark Benkart The night ended with a nice reception out
Community Services Chairman on the Patio.

| will give an additional report on the Insti-

The 2008 Community Services Institute tute in next month’s UNION BUG.

was held at the Crowne Plaza in South Hills Pitts-
burgh starting on July 11™. It was nice to see
some old friends, several of whom | have known
for years.

Pennsylvania AFL-President Rick Bloom-
ingdale convened the first general session and
discussed the importance of supporting our can-
didates in the November elections. Rick intro-
duced Darrin Kelly, the new president of the Alle-
gheny County Labor Council.

Father Jack O’Malley, the Labor Priest,
gave the invocation.

Bob Nelkin, the new CEO of Southwest
Pa United Way, pointed out that the economy is
doing well and unemployment is down, but the
middle class and working poor are not benefitting

from this success. Father Jack O'Malley giving invocation on July 11™ at Pennsylvania AFL-
CIO Community Services Institute.
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By Rick Galiano

Labor Council President
* The Pennsylvania AFL-
CIlO Executive Council has com-
pleted its endorsements of can-
didates running in the November
General Election. The endorse-
ment process was completed at
a meeting of the Executive
Council on June 14™. Endorse-
ments have been made in the
Pennsylvania gubernatorial race,
Pennsylvania U.S. Senate and
House of Representatives races
and Pennsylvania House of Rep-
resentative races. Endorsements
were given to candidates receiv-
ing an affirmative vote of at least
two-thirds. Endorsements for
offices representing Beaver and
Lawrence Counties are as fol-
lows:

picnic.

U.S. Rep. Conor Lamb (back row, center), with Labor Council delegates at

Governor:
Tom Wolff (D)

U.S. Senate:
Bob Casey (D)

U.S. Congress:
16™ District - Ronald DiNicola (D)
17" District - Conor J. Lamb (D.)

Pa. House of Reps:

9™ District - Chris Sainato (D.)
15" District - Terri Mitko (D.)
16™ District — Robert Matzie (D.)

* Congratulations to the
2018 winners of the two $1,000
scholarships offered each year
by the Labor Council. The schol-
arships are offered each year to
high school seniors residing in
the home of a good standing
member of a local union affiliated
with the Beaver-Lawrence Cen-
tral Labor Council. Bryant Nie-
derriter is the winner of the Bea-

Right: Terri
Mitko, state AFL-
CIO endorsed
candidate for the
Pa. House 15"
District seat,
speaking with
Labor Council
President Rick
Galiano at picnic.

addressing U.S. Rep. Conor Lamb at
America Needs Jobs Roundtable held
at the Labor Council picnic on June
18", Maria is a former student nursing
assistant at UPMC who was denied
fulltime employment for union sup-

who works in the Allegheny County
Assistance Office and Francis Adams
(UHWP), a homecare worker, TRIPL,
also addressed Rep. Lamb.

Right: Dennis Rousseau, UBC retired,
at picnic.

Left: Maria Scifo , SEIU Healthcare Pa.,

port. Shawn Walthour, SEIU Local 668,

President’s Report

ver-Lawrence Central Labor
Council Scholarship and Audra
Kozlowski is the winner of the
Donald McNutt Scholarship.
Bryant’s father, Eric, is a mem-
ber of Boilermakers Local 154.
Bryant is a graduate of West
Forest High School and will at-
tend Penn State Behrend. Au-
dra’s father, Brian, is a member
of Sheet Metal Workers Local
12. Audra is a graduate of Beth-
el Park High School and will at-
tend Clarion University.

* Thank you to all who
helped make the Labor Council’s
annual picnic meeting at Brady’s
Run Park on June 18" a well-
attended success. An America
Needs Jobs Roundtable with
Congressman Conor Lamb was
included as part of the meeting
and picnic.
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10% of the population earned
less than one-third of income dol-
lars. In 2015, when union density

the earned income went to the
top 10%, the highest levels since
that data has been recorded. In
2017, union density fell to 10.7
percent. Stats haven’t been pub-
lished yet, but | have no doubt
the top 10% is now enjoying
more than half the income earned
in this country.

Greed is a powerful moti-
vator. When the richest people in
America fund the hardest hit to
working people in decades, it
doesn’t matter which sector we
work in, we all feel blow. But we
can punch back. Maybe we can'’t
change the court ruling, but we
can elect politicians that will pass
worker-friendly laws. We can en-
courage union participation and
membership among our family
and friends and we can stick to-
gether.

The Janus decision opens
the door to national RTW and
other assaults on collective bar-
gaining. The 2018 mid-term elec-
tions will be key in determining
which way the pendulum swings.
Will it continue towards corporate
interests or will it begin to flow
back in favor of working people?
Our votes will decide. | hope eve-
ryone is registered to vote and
will vote in workers’ best interest.
November is fast approaching.

Below is a sample of the
responses issued by labor lead-
ers immediately after the Janus
decision was announced:

AFL-CIO President Rich-
ard Trumka:
The Supreme Court’s 5-4

decision in Janus v. AFSCME,
Council 31, abandons decades of
commonsense precedent. In this
case, a bare majority of the court,
over the vigorous dissent of four

was at 11.1%, nearly half (47.8%) justices, has conceded to the

dark web of corporations and
wealth donors who wish to take
away the freedoms of working
people. Until it is overturned, this
decision will be a political stain on
what is intended to be the most
honorable, independent body in
the world. But more importantly, it
will further empower the corpo-
rate elites in their efforts to thwart
the aspirations of millions of
working people standing together
for a better life.

But here’s the thing:
America is heading in a different
direction. All over the country,
workers are organizing and tak-
ing collective action as we have-
n’t seen in years. More than
14,000 workers recently formed
or joined unions in just a single
week. This followed a year where
262,000 workers organized and
the approval rating of unions
reached a nearly 14-year high.
Working families know the best
way to get a raise, better benefits
and a voice on the job is through
a union contract. The corporate
narrative of the labor movement’s
downfall is being dismantled by
working people every single day.

We have never depended
on any politician or judge to de-
cide our fate and we aren’t about
to start now.

AFSCME President Lee
Saunders:

Unions will always be the
most effective force and vehicle
to propel working people into the

Midterm Key to Janus Effect

attack — designed to further rig
the rules against working people
— nothing changes the fact that
America needs unions now more
than ever. We are more resolved
than ever to fight like hell to win
for our members and the commu-
nities they care so much about.
AFSCME members don’t do this
work to get rich. They do it be-
cause it's a calling — and for that
service, they deserve respect.
The deserve the same freedoms
as the CEOs and billionaires who
continue to rig the rules against
everyone else. The American la-
bor movement lives on, and we're
going to be there every day,
fighting hard for all working peo-
ple, our freedoms and for our
country.

IBEW International Pres-
ident Lonnie R. Stephenson:

The Supreme Court’s de-
cision in the Janus v. AFSCME
case is nothing but an all-out as-
sault on the basic freedom of
working people to come together
to better their lives and their com-
munities.

This is not just an attack
on public-sector workers. It is an
attack on every single American
who works for a living, and it is
only the first step in an effort to
repeal every right won by working
people in this country.

But while the Supreme
Court may attack our rights, it can
never stop a movement whose
time has come. Across this coun-
try, workers are standing up and
joining unions in higher numbers
than we have seen in many years
and the IBEW, along with the en-
tire labor movement, will never
stop fighting for the basic dignity

middle class. Despite this unprec- and welfare of working America.

edented and nefarious political




Calendar of Events

BEAVER/LAWRENCE
CENTRAL LABOR
COUNCIL 07/11 Pa. AFL-CIO Community Services Institute: Crown Plaza
to
07/14 Hotel Pittsburgh South, 164 Fort Couch Road, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241.

07/16 Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board
and membership meetings: Executive Board - 6:00 PM;
Membership — 7:30 PM; IBEW 712, Vanport.

08/17 Pa. AFL-CIO annual COPE Institute: Conference Center;

to
08/19 Shippensburg University, 500 Newburg Road,
Shippensburg, PA 17257.

08/18 USW District 10 Benefit Run: Run begins at 10:30 at
District 10 office. See flyer attached end of this issue of
the UNION BUG for additional details.

We're on the Weh:

pa.aficio.org/349 08/20 Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council Executive Board

and membership meetings: Executive Board - 6:00 PM;

Membership — 7:30 PM; PSEA Bldg.; New Castle

In Brief

U.S. Rep. Conor
Lamb at Midland
Fourth of July
celebration in
Midland.

Right: Ivee Roach,
IBEW Local 29,
and UNION BUG ¥ \
Director of Photog- A\ SN NS Cones. Small 8.
raphy T Berry, 5 ‘ i Waffle Cone.
IBEW Local 201, at § - Brownie Sundaes.
Midland Fourth of Ve = strawberry Shorfcake
July celebration in il & Banana Splits.
Midland. iz . N

Calendar of Events submissions must be emailed to
Jody Kohser, Calendar of Events Coordinator, at
[kohser@verizon.net, by 6:00 p.m. on August 10th
to be considered for publication in the
August 2018 Issue of the UNION BUG.
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mde for babies
AII Rides Welcome

6 In the westem side.of PA
Run\beglhs at 10:30 ‘at the Disfrict 1\0 office
Registration be\gms at 9: 00 or to preregister call
Rick Bensor\at tlie Dld(rlct htflce%@t 412-824.8140\
or @724-448-5467

Thete is 2. grotp of xiders corhing from the
eastern half of PA
Callor te)gt Corey Ing(am Qt @717-654-2428 to

pre-reglster and get the details to meet with them. .
You can reserve a room at Linden

The west and east w'ill meet in‘Altoona &'‘ride Hall at the Steelworker’s rate.
together to Linden Hall for a dinner,

refreshments and drawings for prizes, Please call Llndﬁn

Linden Hall ' ! HELU

The ride is $20/person which\includes dinner @724-529-754
after the run. Al riders get an event T-shirt.




